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of five parts.1 Part I, relating to security, was based on the existence
of the Kellogg-Briand Pact. It provided that in the event of any
breach, or threatened breach, of that pact, a conference should be
held between the parties to the convention, at the request of any five
of them (including one of the Great Powers). The conference might
be summoned through the machinery of the League of Nations. If
a breach of the pact was threatened, it would be the object of the
conference to agree upon the steps which could be taken, and if a
breach was found to have occurred the conference would determine
which party to the dispute was to be held responsible. Any con-
clusions reached by the conference must be concurred in by the
representatives of all the Great Powers and by a majority of the
other participating Governments.
Part II dealt with effectives and with land, naval, and air material.
In regard to effectives, the result of the proposals would be to reduce
the whole of the land forces of Continental Europe, excluding forces
stationed overseas, to a militia basis by fixing eight months as the
maximum period of service. (Provision was made, however, for an
extension of the period to twelve months in certain cases to be
decided by the Conference.) In calculating effectives, account would
be taken of police forces or other formations possessing certain specific
characteristics, doubtful cases being referred to the Permanent Dis-
armament Commission for decision. The table on the next page shows
the suggested figures of average daily effectives which were not to be
exceeded in the land armed forces2 of Continental European countries.
In regard to land material, a maximum calibre of 105 mm. (4-5
inch) was proposed for mobile land guns in future, though those
states which already possessed them would be allowed to retain
existing guns up to 155 mm. (6*1 inch) in calibre without limits of time
or of numbers. The maximum calibre of coast-defence guns would be
406 mm. (16 inch)—the size of the largest naval gun. The maximum
limit for the weight of tanks would be 16 tons.3 All prohibited
1	The text of the convention was published as Document Conf. D. 157.
2	Similar tables for effectives in naval and air forces were not included in the
draft, and it was pointed out in notes that the figures for these forces would
have to be related to the naval and air material allowed to each contracting
party. The table for land forces would also, of course, need to be completed
by the addition of figures in respect of non-European countries.
4 It was subsequently explained that an unladen weight of 16 tons was
meant. This was equivalent to a laden weight of about 20 tons—the figure
which had been put forward in the British proposals of July 1932 (see the
Survey for 1932, pp. 244-5). The question of limiting numbers of tanks was
not dealt with in the MacDonald plan, but the British Government, which had
opposed limitation hitherto, let it be known at a later stage that they were
now prepared to waive their objections.

